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The claims defining the invention are as follows: 



^2-^ 1\ A method of presenting supplemental information, action, or both, with 
time-sequence data, including: 

5 prodding time-sequence data; 

separately providing supplemental information, action, or both, from said time- 
sequence data;> 

linking s&d supplemental information, action, or both, with said time-sequence 
data during playback of said time-sequence data. 
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2. The meffibd according to claim 1, wherein said supplemental 
information, action, oinSoth, is linked with said time-sequence data by a start time and 
a stop time. \ 
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3. The method according to claim 1, wherein said supplemental 
information, actionAor both, is linked with said time-sequence data by annotation 
information associates with said time-sequence data. 

4. The metnpd according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein said 
20 supplemental information^ action, or both, is content-linked with said time sequence 

data. 

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein said supplemental 
information, action, or both, is linked with said time-sequence data dependent upon 

25 on-the-fly analysis of the content\>f said time-sequence data during playback of said 
time-sequence data. 

6. The method according ^ claim 1 , wherein said time-sequence data is 
animation, audio, and/or video data. 

30 
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7. 



The method according to claim 1 , wherein said time-sequence data is 



provided by broadcast. 



8. 



fThe method according to claim 1, wherein said time-sequence data is 



5 provided via a network. 



9. The method according to claim 1, wherein said supplemental 
information, action! or both, is provided remotely via a network. 
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10. 



The nrethod according to claim 1, wherein said supplemental 



information, action, oAboth, includes a displayed prompt with which a user can interact 
by user input. \ 

1 1 . The method according to claim 1, wherein said supplemental 
15 information, action, or both, includes a link to a remote location. 

12. The method according to claim 11, wherein said link is a universal 
resource locator (URL). \ 

20 13. The method according to claim 1, wherein said time-sequence data and 

said supplemental information, option, or both are linked by a link means. 

14. The method according to claim 13, wherein two or more of said link 
means, said time-sequence data, and said supplemental information, action, or both, are 

25 initially co-located at their source. \ 

15. The method according to claim 13 ; wherein two or more of said link 
means, said time-sequence data, and said supplemental information, action, or both, are 
initially remotely located at one or more source locations. 



30 



10 



-23 - 

16. i An apparatus for presenting supplemental information, action, or both, 
with time-seckience data, including: 

means for providing time-sequence data; 

means foV separately providing supplemental information, action, or both, from 
said time-sequenc^data; and 

means for linking said supplemental information, action, or both, with said 
time-sequence data during playback of said time-sequence data. 



apparatus according to claim 16, wherein said supplemental 
or both, is linked with said time-sequence data by a start time and 




information, aci 




18. 
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The apparatus according to claim 1 6, wherein said supplemental 
ion, or both, is linked with said time-sequence data by annotation 
information associated with said time-sequence data. 
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1 9. The apparatus according to any ono of claim^f 1 6 4e"lC , wherein said 
supplemental infonnatiW action, or both, is content-linked with said time sequence 
data. 

20. The apparatus according to claim 19, wherein said supplemental 
information, action, or both, i^inked with said time-sequence data dependent upon 
on-the-fly analysis of the conten^of said time-sequence data during playback of said 
time-sequence data. 

21. The apparatus accordiite to claim 16, wherein said time-sequence data 
is animation, audio, and/or video data. 



22. The apparatus according to o^aim 16, wherein said time-sequence data 
30 is provided by broadcast. 
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The apparatus according to claim 16, wherein said time-sequence data 
a network. 



24. The apparatus according to claim 16, wherein said supplemental 
information, action^ or both, is provided remotely via a network. 

25. The apparatus according to claim 16, wherein said supplemental 
information, action, ortooth, includes a displayed prompt with which a user can interact 
by user input. \ 

26. The apparatus according to claim 16, wherein said supplemental 
information, action, or both\ includes a link to a remote location. 

27. The apparatus According to claim 16, wherein said link is a universal 
resource locator (URL). \ 

28. The apparatus according to claim 16, wherein said time-sequence data 
and said supplemental information! action, or both are linked by a link means. 

29. The apparatus according to claim 16, wherein two or more of said link 
means, said time-sequence data, andtaaid supplemental information, action, or both, are 
initially co-located at their source. \ 



^ff. The apparatus according to claim 28, wherein two or more of said link 
means, said time-sequence data, and sain supplemental information, action, or both, are 
initially remotely located at one or more\source locations. 



J?® A computer program prodtict having a computer readable medium 
having a computer program recorded therein for presenting supplemental information, 
action, or both, with time-sequence data, including: 
means for providing time-sequence data; 
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means For separately providing supplemental information, action, or both, from 
said time-sequence data; and 

means fonlinking said supplemental information, action, or both, with said 

: data. 

jcomputer program product according to claim^wherein said 
supplemental infomiation, action, or both, is linked with said time-sequence data by a 
start time and a sto^time. 



time-sequence dam during playback of said time-sequence 
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^ V^e computer program product according to claim 33fwherein said 

supplemental information, action, or both, is linked with said time-sequence data by 
annotation information associated with said time-sequence data. 

^33 . The computer program product according to a n y o ne of claim|( JJO-te 
3&Twherein said supplemental information, action, or both, is content-linked with said 
time sequence data. \ 

*6 \ ^ 

\P 2^ The computer program product according to clairt^>3fwherein said 
supplemental information, faction, or both, is linked with said time-sequence data 
dependent upon on-the-fly analysis of the content of said time-sequence data during 
playback of said time-sequence data. 

uSt $o. The computer program product according to claim^Pf wherein said 
time-sequence data is animation, audio, and/or video data. 

\ 5 i 

The computer program product according to claim Jj0fwherein said 
time-sequence data is provided by broadcast. 

■d ^ \ ^ f 

^£1. The computer program product according to claim^OT wherein said 
time-sequence data is provided via a networkS 
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f\ Zi. 1 The computer program product according to clainx^3<jfwherein said 
supplement^ information, action, or both, is provided remotely via a network. 

^ J%9. YThe computer program product according to clairn^Cf, wherein said 
supplemental information, action, or both, includes a displayed prompt with which a 
user can interact \y user input. 

^ \ " 

^0. Thelcomputer program product according to clakn^ef, wherein said 
supplemental information, action, or both, includes a link to a remote location. 

The computer program product according to clainj / 3<), wherein said 
link is a universal resource locator (URL). 

/ 42. The computer program product according to claim^tJ, wherein said 
time-sequence data and said supplemental information, action, or both are linked by a 
link means. 

ul L- V H 

The computer program product according to claim^O, wherein two or 
more of said link means, said timfe-sequence data, and said supplemental information, 
action, or both, are initially co-located at their source. 

\ 

y43. The computer programproduct according to clainj^£3, wherein two or 
more of said link means, said time-sequence data, and said supplemental information, 
action, or both, are initially remotely locate^ at one or more source locations. 

^6. A method of providing value-adlied content related to at least one of 
animation, audio, and video data, while said at lea$t one of animation, audio, and video 
data is being presented to a user, including the stepsW: 

delivering said at least one of animation, audio\and video data for presentation 
to said user; 
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providmg said value-added content being separate from said at least one of 
animation, audia and video data; and 

providing jinking means, separate from said at least one of animation, audio, 
and video data, fonlinking said value-added content with said at least one of animation, 
audio, and video data in a controllable and on-the-fly manner prior to presentation of 
said at least one of animation, audio, and video data and said value-added content. 

46. The method according to claim4o, further including the step of 
presenting for said user sajd at least one of animation, audio, and video data and said 
value-added content. 

The method according to claim ^j»e^6, wherein said value-added 
content is an advertisement. 



15 



^ The me 
a start time and a stop 
of said animation, audio, 
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ording to claim^Sfwherein said linking means includes 
d value-added content in relation to said at least one 
video data. 

v s' \ ^ e met " 10 ^ accor di n g to claini^v wherein said linking means includes 




an annotation\^ssociated with said at least one of said animation, audio, and video 
data. 



The\ 
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lethod according to claim / #Sfwherein said value-added content 
includes a universal Resource locator (URL). 

The metHod according to claini^T wherein said value-added content 
includes a set of instructions for performing operations on a local apparatus or a 
remote apparatus linked witn^said local apparatus by a network. 
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JOl. \ The method according to claim^o, wherein said value-added content is 
presented separately in a device for reproducing said at least one of animation, audio 
and video data. 



*7. 
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, method according to claim^6fwherein said value-added content is 
presented in or on said at least one of animation, audio and video data in a device for 
reproducing said at le^st one of animation, audio and video data. 

The method according to claim^S; wherein said linking means is 
dependent upon the content said at least one of animation, audio, and video data. 
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An apparatus for providing value-added content related to at least one 
of animation, audio, and video data, while said at least one of animation, audio, and 
video data is being presented to a user, including: 

means for delivering s@[d at least one of animation, audio, and video data for 
presentation to said user; 

means for providing said\value-added content being separate from said at least 
one of animation, audio and video data; and 

means for providing linkina means, separate from said at least one of 
animation, audio, and video data, for linking said value-added content with said at least 
one of animation, audio, and video dala in a controllable and on-the-fly manner prior, to 
presentation of said at least one of animation, audio, and video data and said value- 
added content. 

^ V 

3€T The apparatus according to ckim^o, further including means for 
presenting to said user said at least one of animation, audio, and video data and said 
value-added content. 

a 

yf. The apparatus according to claim S^ei'S 1 ©; wherein said value-added 
content is an advertisement. 
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^58. The apparatus according to claim^5< wherein said linking means 
includes a start time and a stop time of said value-added content in relation to said at 
least one of said animation, audio, and video data. 

^ \ ^ 

/59. The\apparatus according to claim^V wherein said linking means 

includes an annotatio^i associated with said at least one of said animation, audio, and 
video data. 

u \ a 

JXf. The apparatus according to claim^sf wherein said value-added content 
includes a universal resouYce locator (URL). 

✓ \ ^ 

The apparatus according to claim^wherein said value-added content 

includes a set of instruction^ for performing operations on a local apparatus or a 
remote apparatus linked with\said local apparatus by a network. 

& \ *7 

J&. The apparatus Recording to claim^ wherein said value-added content 
is presented separately in said njeans for representing said at least one of animation, 
audio and video data. 

^ \ *s? 

✓63 The apparatus according to claiin5X therein said value-added content 
is presented in or on said at least one\of animation, audio and video data in said means 
for reproducing said at least one of animation, audio and video data. 
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The apparatus according \o claw^ff, wherein said linking means is 
dependent upon the content said at least o^ie of animation, audio, and video data. 

A computer program produit having a computer readable medium 
having a computer program recorded thereto for providing value-added content related 
to at least one of animation, audio, and videAdata. while said at least one of animation, 
audio, and video data is being presented to a user, including: 
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means for delivering said at least one of animation, audio, and video data for 
presentation to said user; 

means for providing said value-added content being separate from said at least 
one of animation, auaio and video data; and 

means for providing linking means, separate from said at least one of 
animation, audio, and vicreo data, for linking said value-added content with said at least 
one of animation, audio, and video data in a controllable and on-the-fly manner prior to 
presentation of said at least \ne of animation, audio, and video data and said value- 
added content. 

3* \ 

&6. The computer prdferam product according to clain^&^fiirther including 
means for presenting to said user s^d at least one of animation, audio, and video data 
and said value-added content. 

^n. The computer program toroduct according to claim^ w 00, wherein 
said value-added content is an advertisement. 
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The compiler program product according to claim^5fwherein said 
linkin g means includes a %art time and a stop time of said value-added content in 
20 relation to said at least onetof said animation, audio, and video data 

\ \ computer P 1 * 0 ^^ product according to claim>£ wherein said 

^ linking meahs includes an annotation associated with said at least one of said 
animation, auaio, and video data. 

p$. The computer program product according to claimj&$7 wherein said 
value-added content includes a universal resource locator (URL). 

\ u 

y/rf* The compute^wogram product according to claim^fwherein said 
30 value-added content includes a sbt of instructions for performing operations on a local 
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computer program product or a remote computer program product linked with said 
local computer program product by a network. 

jrf. The computer program product according to claim^gf wherein said 
value-added content is Presented separately in said means for presenting said at least 
one of animation, audio \and video data. 

jrf. The computer program product according to claim^fwherein said 
value-added content is presented in or on said at least one of animation, audio and 
video data in said means foryeproducing said at least one of animation, audio and 
video data. 

75. The computer pfogram product according to clahnpS^ wherein said 
linking means is dependent uponpe content said at least one of animation, audio, and 
video data. 



76. A method of distributing advertisements with animation, audio and/or 
video data, said animation, audio andJtor video data being delivered for presentation by 
way of broadcast or streaming over a Aetwork, said method including the steps of: 

delivering said animation, audio Vnd/or video data for presentation; 

delivering a separate advertisement related to said animation, audio and/or 
video data; 

providing an advertisement control l\nk for linking said separate advertisement 
with said animation, audio and/or video data;\ and 

presenting for a user said advertisement during presentation of said animation, 
audio and/or video data dependent upon said advertisement control link. 



77. The method according to claim 76, wherein said advertisement is 
capable of connecting a user with a remote location via a network by user interaction 
with said advertisement. \ 



-32- 

\78. The method according to claim 77, further comprising the step of 
vending a product or service by means of electronic commerce or contacting a call 
centre dependent upon said advertisement. 



5 79\ An apparatus for distributing advertisements with animation, audio 

and/or video data, said animation, audio and/or video data being delivered for 
presentation\by way of broadcast or streaming over a network, said apparatus 
including: 

means tfbr delivering said animation, audio and/or video data for presentation; 
10 means for delivering a separate advertisement related to said animation, audio 

and/or video date 

means forWoviding an advertisement control link for linking said separate 
advertisement withVsaid animation, audio and/or video data; and 

means for presenting for a user said advertisement during presentation of said 
15 animation, audio andA?r video data dependent upon said advertisement control link. 

80. The apparatus according to claim 79, wherein said advertisement is 
capable of connecting a u^er with a remote location via a network by user interaction 
with said advertisement. 

20 

8 1 . The apparatus\according to claim 80, further comprising means for 
vending a product or service using electronic commerce or by contacting a call centre 
dependent upon said advertisement. 

25 82. An computer program product for distributing advertisements with 

animation, audio and/or video data\ said animation, audio and/or video data being 
delivered for presentation by way orbroadcast or streaming over a network, said 
computer program product including:* 

means for delivering said animation, audio and/or video data for presentation; 

30 means for delivering a separate advertisement related to said animation, audio 

and/or video data; 
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means for providing an advertisement control link for linking said separate 
advertisement with v said animation, audio and/or video data; and 

means for presenting for a user said advertisement during presentation of said 
animation, audio andA>r video data dependent upon said advertisement control link. 

83. The computer program product according to claim 82, wherein said 
advertisement is capable of connecting a user with a remote location via a network by 
user interaction with saidl advertisement. 



84. The computer program product according to claim 83, further 
comprising means for vending a product or service using electronic commerce or by 
contacting a call centre dependent upon said advertisement. 



